[Spinal reflexes and somatosensory evoked potentials studied in the baboon in the presence of anti-arrhythmic drugs].
Intragastric administration of the anti-arrhythmic drugs CM 7857 (Sanofi) or disopyramide, as expected, significantly reduced the heart rate in normal baboons at rest. At the same time, the variability in the heart rate increased. In vitro studies by Sanofi have previously shown the anti-arrhythmic effects of these drugs, i.e., a slowing of the transmembrane currents evidenced in several categories of heart cells especially when activated. Similar ion currents are known to be involved in extracardiac sensory-motor activities. However the H-reflex in soleus underwent no systematic changes in latency or amplitude with the drugs; the non-nociceptive early and nociceptive late polysynaptic responses elicited in the tibialis anterior muscle by sural nerve stimulation demonstrated a barely perceptible increase in integrated EMG value. No change could be seen in latency or amplitude of the cortical potentials evoked by sciatic or sural stimulation which was also used for reflex responses. Overall there was no definitive evidence of change in the extra-cardiac sensory-motor responses in the normal awake monkey, after administration of relatively high doses of the cardio-active compounds.